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The Staffordshire High Sheriff’s County cycle ride 2020 

In accordance with the current Government guidelines our small ‘Posse’ of six cyclists, 

consisting of Charlie Bagot Jewitt (High Sheriff), Howard Price, Peter Deaville, Charlie Gillow 

(who, incidentally, has been inoculated as part of the Oxford Covid-19 trial), Rupert 

Browning and Toby Roe, met at Blithfield Hall 0930 on Saturday 1 August to embark on a 

sponsored cycle around the boundary of Staffordshire. The aim was to raise money for the 

Staffordshire Community Foundation https://staffsfoundation.org.uk/ which has supported 

many small charities throughout the Covid-19 Crisis and to publicise Staffordshire County 

https://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/ , right in the centre of England, as a great ‘Staycation’ 

destination. The variety found within Staffordshire is astounding. Did you know that 

Staffordshire has more miles of Canal than any other County? We set out to cover much of it 

on the ride. 

As a small local group of under thirty people gathered outside the Hall  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blithfield_Hall , Cosy Bagot Jewitt served up sausages and rolls 

and cups of coffee and Rev Simon Davis, High Sheriff’s Chaplain, and a keen cyclist himself, 

gave a Blessing. At precisely 1000, Joy Strachan-Brain of the Band ‘Quill’ 

https://www.quilluk.com/ and Bev Bevan, their Drummer and formerly of ELO, waved us off 

with two Union Flags. 

 

Leaving Blithfield Hall (Photo: Lydia Heath) 

Staffordshire Police were on hand, led by Chief Inspector Clair Langley, and supported the 

ride at every stage https://www.staffordshire.police.uk .  

https://staffsfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blithfield_Hall
https://www.quilluk.com/
https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/
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Towards Colton with Cannock Chase https://cannockchase.org.uk/ in the background 

(Photo: Lydia Heath) 

Travelling down the B5013 towards Colton and turning right towards Bishton Hall, where 

another small party cheered us on, we joined the Trent & Mersey Canal Towpath at 

Wolseley Bridge https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-

network/trent-and-mersey-canal .  Cycling for twenty minutes to the lovely Essex Bridge over 

the junction of the Trent and Sow rivers, and then to the National Trust’s Shugborough Hall, 

formerly home to the Earls of Lichfield https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/shugborough-estate . 

Though the house hasn’t yet reopened, the grounds have, and we were met by Duty 

Manager Paul, who took our first photograph on the porticos in the front of the house.  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/trent-and-mersey-canal
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/trent-and-mersey-canal
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/shugborough-estate
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Shugborough Hall (National Trust)  

Back on the canal to Great Hayward, and then along the left bank of the Staffordshire and 

Worcestershire Canal https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-

network/staffordshire-and-worcestershire-canal past Tixall ‘wide’ with its view of the stunning 

Gatehouse. You are so close to the West Coast Mainline on this stretch but the canal feels 

truly lost in time as you pass under old brick bridges and heavy oak lock gates. You see the 

odd moorhen and dragon flies dance over the water.  

At midday precisely, having negotiated several roundabouts, we found ourselves in the 

centre of Stafford at Staffordshire Place One, the home of Staffordshire County Council 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Homepage.aspx . Here we were greeted by County Council 

Chair Kath Perry MBE, her consort and Granddaughter.  

   

Staffordshire Place One with Chair of Staffordshire County Council, Kath Perry MBE and 

family 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/staffordshire-and-worcestershire-canal
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/staffordshire-and-worcestershire-canal
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Homepage.aspx
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Also by the wonderful Pat Chilton of Hand Morgan & Owen Solicitors, who for forty eight 

years has done so much to support High Sheriffs https://www.hmo.co.uk/ .   

Fortified by sandwiches, it was back to the canal around Radford Marshes, a vast area of 

undisturbed wetland managed by the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust https://www.staffs-

wildlife.org.uk/ and incredibly remote given its proximity to the Town Centre. Running parallel 

to the M6, we passed through Acton Trussell behind the Moat House Hotel 

https://www.moathouse.co.uk/ and Penkridge, shortly after experiencing the first puncture of 

the journey ably repaired under the expert hand of Howard Price. Though the canal then 

takes a circuitous route we stayed with it, leaving near Coven and passing the enormous 

HMP Featherstone to arrive at Moseley Old Hall https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/moseley-

old-hall/whats-on  

 

Moseley Old Hall – and some of the many excellent, locally sourced, ice creams that we 

enjoyed (Photo: Howard Price) 

to be met by Duty Manager Helen, in time for a delicious and locally sourced ice cream.  

Moseley is a small property with a unique history as a hiding place for King Charles II after 

the Battle of Worcester, a theme to which we return later.    

Leaving Moseley Old Hall, it was a twenty minute cycle to the grander Chillington Hall 

https://www.chillingtonhall.co.uk/ , one of the most stunning houses in the County with work 

by Sir John Soane and others.  Here we were greeted, fed and watered by the owners, John 

and Crescent Giffard whose family have owned the Hall for many centuries.  John is also a 

former Chief Constable of Staffordshire. Everything about the Chillington Estate is clearly 

well ordered and the Giffard’s work hard to keep the House, grounds and estate as 

somewhere that is both spectacular and welcoming to visitors at the same time.  We were 

invited to pitch camp adjacent to the stunning stable block and to join the Giffard’s in their 

garden. 

 

https://www.hmo.co.uk/
https://www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk/
https://www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk/
https://www.moathouse.co.uk/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/moseley-old-hall/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/moseley-old-hall/whats-on
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Chillington Hall, Codsall – looking stunning on a bright summer morning 

Day two (Sunday 2 August), and a little saddle sore, we headed back to the Staffordshire 

and Worcestershire Canal, progressing southwards around the west side of Wolverhampton, 

passing briefly through some of the City at one point.   This part of Staffordshire is known as 

the ‘Panhandle’ and is a strip about five kilometres wide which was left behind when the 

West Midlands Metropolitan County, which took in Wolverhampton, was formed during the 

Premiership of Ted Heath in the early 1970s.  Our first stop on leaving Wolverhampton was 

the extraordinary ‘Arts and Crafts’ Wightwick Manor 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wightwick-manor-and-gardens/whats-on , built for the 

wealthy Wolverhampton Mander family.   A lovely half-timbered house, it is a recognised 

Museum and National Trust ‘treasure’ house.  Once again we were greeted by Helen (as the 

day before at Moseley Old Hall) and given a short tour of the garden as the house, which 

contains work by William Morris and many Pre-Raphaelites, is not currently open. 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wightwick-manor-and-gardens/whats-on
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At Wightwick Manor – this photo drew a number of comments on ‘Instagram’ and ‘Facebook’ 

– but I am not sure why? (!) 

Back to the Canal and cycling on a lovely surface we reached Brach Locks with a large 

‘gothick’ pumping station.  Here we met a similar group of cyclists cycling out from West 

Bromwich and stopped for a photo-call.  

 

Bratch Locks of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal 

Cycling further on down the canal we became aware of sandstone outcrops which told us 

that we were nearing Kinver with its’ striking sandstone ‘Edge’, the southern-most point of 

the County on the Worcestershire border and our destination for the day.  Having bought a 

sandwich in the town we cycled up quite a steep hill slope to see the famous Rock-houses. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/kinver-edge-and-the-rock-houses/trails/rock-house-trail.   

Greeted by PCSOs Terra Nicholls and Karen Terry who kindly escorted us up to the café, 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/kinver-edge-and-the-rock-houses/trails/rock-house-trail
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from here we looked out from the ridge across the beautifully wooded Stour Valley which, 

unusually for a Staffordshire river, flows towards the Severn and the Bristol Channel.  More 

deliciously welcome, locally-sourced ice-creams too.  

 

The view from Kinver Edge in the very south of the County 

Heading north again this time travelling on roads on the West side of the ‘Panhandle’, we 

passed alongside Highgate Common which is managed by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust 

through Halfpenny Green, with its famous vineyard (we didn’t stop)  

https://www.halfpennygreen.co.uk/ , to Pattingham village where we enjoyed a cup of tea 

with old friends Jeremy and Sue Riches.  From there it was a long climb along the well 

named ‘County Lane‘ which wiggles its way between Shropshire and Staffordshire, over the 

M42 and around the west side of the Chillington Estate to reach our last visit of the day.  

Boscobel House, owned and managed by English Heritage, is a former farmhouse very 

close to the ‘Boscobel Oak’ where King Charles II hid from Parliamentarian troops after the 

Battle of Worcester  https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/boscobel-house-and-

the-royal-oak/ .  The House is being refurbished and the gardens redesigned and improved.  

Manager Daisy Lambert who met us with her Area ‘boss’ Rebecca Eade hope that it will re-

open in February 2021.   

 

https://www.halfpennygreen.co.uk/
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Boscobel House where there is a considerable refurbishment programme of House and 

Garden in progress.  Are the paintings on the chimney designed to make the house look 

more imposing from afar?  (Photo: Howard Price) 

From there it was a short downhill ride back to Chillington in the evening sunshine and a 

heavenly chance to cool off in the Chillington swimming pool after our longest day ride of the 

trip.  Cosy my wife and Chris Issitt from Abbots Bromley arrived with suitable overnight 

sustenance, including her wonderful ‘Herman’ cake.   

We had a slightly more leisurely start on day three (Monday 3 August) but, having struck 

camp, were soon cycling along the Shropshire Canal (the ‘Shroppie’) 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/shropshire-union-

canal which runs north from Wolverhampton straight across the Shropshire and Cheshire 

plains to the Mersey.  Designed and built by Thomas Telford, this is a larger, straighter, 

canal than the, earlier, winding ‘Brindley’ ones that we had experienced and is characterised 

by aqueducts, such as that over the A5, fine bridges and big cuttings along its route. Built 

right at the end of the age of canals, it saw almost immediate competition from the railways 

from the start and perhaps never really fulfilled its potential as a commercial route-way 

although it remains a wonderful place for a canal holiday. 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/shropshire-union-canal
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/shropshire-union-canal
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Thomas Telford’s Aqueduct over Watling Street (now the A5) – clearly in need of some 

restoration work (Photo: Howard Price) 

The tow path was less well manicured than the Staffordshire and Worcester Canal and some 

of the cuttings were muddy in places.  The lack of visibility in the tunnel going into Gnosall 

was a bit disconcerting too.  Soon after we arrived in the village it started to rain and we 

sheltered under the road bridge while Rupert and Toby, the two younger members of the 

Posse tried – completely unsuccessfully -  to catch a fish for a few minutes. 

At Norbury Junction, a local beauty spot with a very fine tea room 

https://www.norburywharfltd.co.uk/tearoom/ , we were met by ‘Under Sheriff’ Amy Glover of 

Hand, Morgan and Owen, Amy and her husband come from farming families and have a 

small farm nearby.  We were also joined by Dean Harris JP, High Sheriff of Shropshire who 

was to cycle with us for most of the rest of the day. 

https://www.norburywharfltd.co.uk/tearoom/
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Joined by Dean Harris JP in yellow, High Sheriff of Shropshire (appropriately socially 

distanced) at Norbury Junction.  Dean ensured that the Staffordshire ‘Posse’ behaved 

appropriately while in her ‘Bailiwick’ (County – in High Sheriff-speak). 

By mid-afternoon, we had crossed into Shropshire, and this was a long and very rural stretch 

of canal, pretty rough in paces and some of the bicycles coped with it better than others.  As 

the saying goes ‘when the going get’s tough, the tough get going. ’ So what did the Posse 

do?  Well they mutinied against the High Sheriff and refused to go a metre further on the 

canal bank beyond the bridge at Cheswardine!   The option of taking the A529 into Market 

Drayton was not appealing but the ‘Sustrans’ cycle route 552 was, and it proved a beautiful 

ride through a small part of the Shropshire Countryside, with the Shropshire High Sheriff 

(who is an experienced cyclist) positively ‘bombing’ up the hills to ensure that she kept an 

eye on the Staffordshire interlopers.  

Market Drayton is a small town, close to the Staffordshire border, with some lovely half-

timbered buildings https://discovermarketdrayton.co.uk/ .  The home of Billington’s 

Gingerbread www.billingtonsgingerbread.co.uk , today it is probably best known for the large 

milk factory on its boundary.  We arrived to find the local press in attendance, and were 

hosted by Mayor Roy Aldcroft to the most amazing tea in the Town Hall. The Shropshire 

High Sheriff bade us farewell here, and of course we left with some of the famous 

Gingerbread heading back into Staffordshire to Mucklestone for the night to be guests of 

Jamie and Sanda Friend.  Jamie is to be the 2021 Staffordshire High Sheriff and it was 

lovely to camp with a clear view looking across the Shropshire/Cheshire plain to the Welsh 

hills beyond.  On arrival at Mucklestone we also met with James and Sue Hawley, Sir James 

is former Lord Lieutenant of the County, Mandy Howle DL and her husband and Anne Fisher 

DL, a former High Sheriff. 

 

https://discovermarketdrayton.co.uk/
http://www.billingtonsgingerbread.co.uk/
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The hospitality we received throughout the ride was simply amazing.  Here at (socially 

distanced) tea with the Mayor or Market Drayton. A huge thank you to all our many hosts. 

Day four (Tuesday 4 August) seemed drizzly at first but this soon cleared as we reached 

the lovely Dorothy Clive Garden  https://dorothyclivegarden.co.uk/the-garden/ .This was 

looking superb and we were greeted by the Manager Kathryn Robey and the Head 

Gardener.   

 

With the Head Gardener at the Dorothy Clive Garden, near Woore. 

Close to both the Shropshire and Cheshire borders, the garden is a great credit to the team 

there – and well worth a visit.  From there we pedaled hard along main roads through the 

https://dorothyclivegarden.co.uk/the-garden/
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Maer Hills to Whitmore, a small estate village and Whitmore Hall, longtime home of the 

Cavanagh-Mainwaring family https://www.whitmorehall.co.uk/ .   

 

 

In the lovely estate village of Whitmore near Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Here we met with Christine, Edward and Tara from the family and admired the beautiful 

setting.  PCSOs Rob Edge and Sebastian Newbon-Liddle also met us here and escorted us 

to Keele University https://www.keele.ac.uk where we briefly stopped at Keele Hall, once the 

home of the Sneyd family, and the modern, beautifully set, campus.  Descending into 

Newcastle-under-Lyme, we stopped to admire the work of our own Howard and his wife 

Sarah in ‘re-ordering’ the Churchyard of St Giles, before proceeding, slightly dangerously, 

through the centre to the highly-regarded New Vic Theatre which currently is undergoing 

refurbishment.  Outside Rachel, from the Theatre, was selling off surplus stock to passers-by 

and we said adieu to our Police escort, once again in light rain. 

Cycling on across town, we dropped into the Trent Valley to reach the Spode factory 

https://www.spode.co.uk/ in Stoke-on-Trent where we were me by Ian and Jane Dudson.  

Ian is the Staffordshire Lord Lieutenant and we were also met by Paul Wood DL who worked 

his way through the firm to become Managing Director for many years.  Also present were 

Richard and Anne Ward who leave the County soon after many years to relocate to the 

South East.   

https://www.whitmorehall.co.uk/
https://www.keele.ac.uk/
https://www.spode.co.uk/


13 
 

 

Our own, distanced, ‘Abbey Road’ photograph at the Spode china factory in Stoke-on-Trent– 

with Ian Dudson (Staffordshire Lord Lieutenant), Jane Dudson, Paul Wood DL (former 

Managing Director) and Richard and Ann Ward. 

Having managed to find a little sustenance locally, we set off once again into Stoke to visit 

the high-tech factory of John Hyde Engineering http://www.johnhydeengineering.co.uk/ 

which makes precision engineering components.  John and his son Jasper gave us well over 

an hour of fascinating insight into the important world of UK manufacturing, something that 

the Midlands does so well.  Thank you JHE. 

 

 Transported to the world of precision engineering with John Hyde of JHE in Stoke-on-Trent 

http://www.johnhydeengineering.co.uk/
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Back northwards on the canal system through Stoke, we left the Trent and Mersey to turn 

East onto the Caldon canal https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-

river-network/caldon-canal  which winds through the recently refurbished Hanley Park  

  

The recently re-furbished Hanley Park in Stoke-on-Trent 

before reaching open country as it climbs its way towards Chedderton.   The tow path is well 

kept here and it an easy cycle though some beautiful scenery.  At the Hollybush Inn 

https://hollybushleek.co.uk/, we were hailed by David Eivers, the leader of Stoke on Trent 

Sea Cadets who works with me in a voluntary capacity, together with his son for a refreshing 

cup of tea.  Leaving the canal at Chedderton, we stopped for a brief photo shoot at the

  

Churnet Valley railway where a large American engine was steaming.  The railway is now 

taking tourists and is a stunning tourist attraction in a lovely valley.  It was a short, steep, 

climb to Basford Hall, the home of Humphrey and Judy Scott-Moncrieff, a former High 

Sheriff, where camp had been pitched for us and we enjoyed a most convivial evening in 

their company.  Judy is also a Trustee of the Staffordshire Community Foundation. 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/caldon-canal
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/caldon-canal
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Cyclists warm down with some late evening yoga at Basford Hall.  The High Sheriff did not 

participate in this activity. 

Day Five (Wednesday 5 August) started with a switch-back ride into the lovely market town 

of Leek and a stop in front of St Edward’s Church at the top of the main street.  This was but 

early preparation for the ride out of town around Tittesworth Reservoir.  Looking up at the 

Roaches ahead we could see what we had to climb and at Roche Grange the road became 

very steep indeed.  Fortunately, Howard and I had tried out the route in January.  It was a 

horrid day of driving rain and we were spared this pain as we climbed to see the wonderful 

southern views back over Tittesworth, and north across the moorlands into Cheshire.   

 

Recovering from the 300 metre Climb from Tittesworth Reservoir into the Roaches which 

tested our stamina (Photos: Howard Price/CBJ) 

Our objective was Flash which proclaims itself to be the highest village in Britain and which 

we reached at 1130, half an hour ahead of our schedule. 
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Flash, the most northern and highest point – the summit of our ride and a little way past the 

half-way point of our 300 mile journey 

From Flash we made our way into the Flash Bar Stores http://flashbarstores.co.uk/ for the 

largest pasty I have ever seen.  The northern-most point of our ride and a little over half way 

in our mileage.  Steve Adams, Chief Executive of the Staffordshire Community Foundation, 

the organisation for which the ride is raising funds, joined us to say hello before we set off on 

the long straight roads to Longnor. 

 

Who would recognize these landscapes as Staffordshire?  Long rolling limestone hills are 

reminiscent of part of Yorkshire, Lancashire and Derbyshire, but nobody ever thinks of them 

as being in Staffordshire, a County which encompasses a sizeable part of the Peak District 

National Park, and the quietest side too.  Travelling the ridge between Manifold and Dove 

http://flashbarstores.co.uk/
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rivers through Longnor, Sheen and Hartington just over the border into Derbyshire, and after 

another wonderful locally sourced ice cream, we reached the Youth Hostel at Hartington Hall 

for the night. 

Day Six (Thursday 6 August) started with a run back along the B5054 over the River Dove 

and into the River Manifold valley where we picked up the north end of the Manifold Valley 

Cycle path which follows the line of an old railway.  Just after Wetton Mill the river 

disappears underground to reappear several miles later at Ilam. 

  

So where has the River (Manifold) gone?  The water disappears to reappear several miles 

downstream near Ilam. 

The first proper stop was Thor’s cave.  It required a short sharp walk up the limestone valley 

side to reach the 18 metre Cave mouth and some care to negotiate the slippery rocks to 

reach the caverns in the interior.  Rupert and Toby, our youngest team members, were the 

most adventurous as you can see. 

   

Were these two Thor’s cave’s most intrepid speleological investigators this year? 
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On again we cycled along the dry Manifold before the path turns up the River Hamps valley, 

also dry, to Brown End Farm near Waterhouses.  Here we met Keith Flunder, Chair of 

Staffordshire Moorlands Council and his wife.  Keith had brought his bike, and very cruelly 

(bear in mind that the Posse was by now fit and cycling hard), the first thing we did was to 

drag him up a 1:5 hill into Calton. To our amazement Keith kept at it and was rewarded by a 

wonderful circuit around Throwley Hall and Rushley, over the bridge where the Manifold re-

emerges as a flowing river and into Ilam.  This is a truly spectacular road and was 

 

Keith Flunder, Chair of Staffordshire Moorlands Council, surveys his ‘patch’ from a bicycle  

only marred by our one ‘spill’ of the journey when Rupert hit a wall descending sharply into 

Ilam.  Although there was some damage done to Rupert and to the bike, it was superficial 

and we carried on our way to lunch at lovely Ilam Hall 

https://www.peakdistrictinformation.com/visits/ilamhall.php.    

 

Ilam, which is in Staffordshire, is to be the start of the Derbyshire High Sheriff’s walk to Eyam 

in a few weeks’ time.  
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Climbing out of the Maniford Valley for the last time, we spotted huge numbers of 

‘staycationers’ on Thorpe Cloud, on the Derbyshire side of the border.  Passing Blore church 

https://www.peakdistrictinformation.com/towns/blore.php with its amazing tomb to the 

Bassett family, we didn’t have time to stop, but said goodbye to Keith, who having 

successfully negotiated a second steep hill, felt that he had done as much as his legs would 

permit.  Cycling next over the Weaver Hills, we commenced the descent of what must surely 

be the finest of all views in Staffordshire; the masts at Whittington Heath near Tamworth, the 

long line of woods of Cannock Chase and also the Charnwood Forest in Leicestershire all 

being clearly visible.  Not put off by the Ilam descent the team sped along 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7Duh5D5DBs to reach Ellastone and re-cross the 

Derbyshire Border to Norbury Church with its stunning medieval glass 

http://www.norburychurch.co.uk/ .  Here Mark Parsons, the Church Architect, was awaiting 

us with his wife Susan but sadly the Church was closed.  A visit to be savoured on another 

day. 

Norbury is just two miles from Roston, where we were treated to another fine tea courtesy of 

Graham and Christine Stow.  Graham is a former Staffordshire High Sheriff and Vice Lord 

Lieutenant of the County, and we admired their wonderful rose garden.  Graham and 

especially Christine had also received nasty bouts of Covid-19 but fortunately both have 

made a good recovery.  We also met Sarah Elsom DL, another former High Sheriff and her 

husband Michael.  Tony Walker CBE, High Sheriff of Derbyshire and formerly Deputy 

Managing Director of Toyota UK joined us for the next part of the ride and Peter and 

Howard, our two Master Cyclists, enjoyed making a few adjustments to Tony’s bicycle and 

getting him ready for the road ahead. Just behind Abbotsholme School, we met with the 

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Staffordshire Beagles, led by Richard and Peter Archer, on 

their exercise and escorted them back to their Kennels near to Doveridge.   

 

 
 

A break while cycling with the Derby, Notts and Staffs beagles to Doveridge (there is always 

one which disgraces itself – see foreground) (Photo: Howard Price) 

https://www.peakdistrictinformation.com/towns/blore.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7Duh5D5DBs
http://www.norburychurch.co.uk/
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Here we also bade farewell to Tony and I hope to join him for some of his Derbyshire walk in 

the autumn.  A nice easy cycle path took us into Uttoxeter and to the home of Ashley and 

Alison Brough, last year’s Staffordshire High Sheriff.  Ashley’s family were away but we were 

superbly looked after by his brother Jesse, assisted by Mark.  We were also met by former 

High Sheriff David Leigh and his wife Lucy.  Most people had a go at the zip-wire and landed 

in a heap in the natural swimming pool.   

 

Setting out on Day Seven (Friday 7 August), and after a sumptuous breakfast, we were 

waved off by the Uttoxeter Mayor Sue McGarry.  As the early morning mist cleared away, we 

were greeted by strong sunlight and warm temperatures.  It felt as if we were in the 

Mediterranean.  One of our party changed over, as Charlie Gillow had a family commitment 

and was replaced by Simon Davis, our Chaplain, who joined the ‘bubble.’   

 

 
 

Waved off from Woodlawn Uttoxeter by the Mayor.  Woodlawn is the home of 2019 

Staffordshire High Sheriff Ashley Brough and we were superbly looked after by his brother. 

 

Simon coped well with our, by now, fast pace, and successfully scaled the hills into the 

magnificently sited Tutbury Castle, John of Gaunt’s famous fortress, and also prison of Mary 

Queen of Scots that was destroyed by Act of Parliament in 1647 owing to its Royalist 

connections.  We were warmly greeted by Gareth Williams (or was is ‘coolly’ as the Castle 

team brought much needed bottles of ice-cold water?), who with his wife Lesley Smith 

(Curator) has done so much to put Tutbury back ‘on the map’ where it should be as one of 

the most important historical sites in the UK.   I also recounted how my ancestor, Richard 

Bagot, as High Sheriff of the County, had been responsible for accounting for Queen Mary’s 

money and escorting her from Staffordshire on her final journey to her execution at 

Fotheringay in Northamptonshire.  Just look at the Tutbury Castle website to see the extent 

of ‘living history’ available, including Lesley’s legendary re-enactments.  Chief Inspector Clair 

Langley also returned to check us out. 
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Does Mary Queen of Scots still haunt Tutbury Castle? 

At this point Peter Deaville, known to us as ‘Swampy’ but dubbed by Simon Davis as the 

‘Urban Terrorist’ for his knowledge of all the byways and cycle paths of his home town, 

brought us into Burton on Trent via Stretton, where Howard had a hand in creating a 

Community Garden, to the huge, now preserved, Clay Mills Pumping Station 

http://claymills.org.uk/ .  While the site was closed, it is worth a visit to the impressive beam 

engines when they are being steamed within.  

 

  

Clay Mills Pumping Station – real Victorian Industrial Heritage 

From there it was down the Trent and Mersey canal, through a surprisingly refreshing 

shower that come from nowhere, to the National Brewery Centre 

https://www.nationalbrewerycentre.co.uk/ .  After lunch we went back to the Canal, making 

rapid progress across part of the National Forest https://www.nationalforest.org/ to the 

historic Wychnor Church, the beautiful River Trent at Alrewas and into the National Memorial 

http://claymills.org.uk/
https://www.nationalbrewerycentre.co.uk/
https://www.nationalforest.org/
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Arboretum https://www.thenma.org.uk/ , where we were greeted by Philippa Rawlinson, the 

(in her words) not so new Managing Director and some of the staff and volunteers, several of 

which knew me from my time as CEO from 2006 to 2013.  The NMA is a magnificent, 

beautiful and maturing site, the national centre for Remembrance, and is currently coping 

with 1000 pre-booked visitors a day.  It is a great example of a visitor attraction adopting a 

measured ‘can do’ approach to the current crisis and I was proud to show the ‘Posse’ a 

small sample of what has been achieved there over the years.  If you can only make it to one 

site in Staffordshire on your Staycation, and you haven’t been before, then please consider 

the NMA. 

 

  

 

Top left: an aerial view of the Armed Forces Memorial in the National Memorial Arboretum.  

Top right: with Philippa Rawlinson, Managing Director in the Armed Forces Memorial.  The 

memorial commemorates all who have lost their lives through serving the UK Armed Forces 

since the Second World War.  It was dedicated in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen in 

2007, designed by Liam O’Connor with sculptures by Ian Rank-Broadley. Bottom left: at the 

entrance to the visitor centre with Councillor Joe Powell of Lichfield District Council.  Bottom 

right: The Basra memorial wall which as originally erected in Iraq. (Photos: NMA/Howard 

Price) 

https://www.thenma.org.uk/
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Finally it was a swift thirty minute cycle ride to Thorpe Constantine Hall, home of Hugh 

Lillingston and an opportunity to visit one of the new exciting businesses ‘Wnder’ chocolate 

now housed in the converted barns.   This is a 

great start up by Luke of high-end chocolate making https://www.ageofwnder.com/ and 

deserves every success.  We also enjoyed a refreshing dip in the Lillingston’s pool before 

cycling to former High Sheriff Susie Lillingston’s home a couple of miles away where we 

again camped for the night and enjoyed our final, wonderful, supper of the trip. 

Saturday 8 August, our final day also dawned promising to be a ‘scorcher’.  We were off 

from Susie’s at 0900 pronto fortified for the day ahead and joined by Dr Daryl Brown, the 

Sheriff of Lichfield, who spent much of the day cycling with us.  Daryl is also Headmaster of 

Maple Hayes specialist dyslexic school in the city 

https://maplehayeshallschool.squarespace.com/ .  Cycling into Tamworth, we realised that 

we had been tailed by PCSO Gareth Butler and PC Matt Wager, also with PC Ed Ford in a 

car who popped out to photograph us at various points 

 

With our Police escort at Tamworth Castle and some detail of the wonderful medieval walls. 

https://www.ageofwnder.com/
https://maplehayeshallschool.squarespace.com/
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I followed the brown tourist signs past the Tamworth Snowdome 

https://www.snowdome.co.uk/ and was rather regretting the deviation around the lovely town 

centre until we approached the fine medieval castle across the meadows and the River 

Tame/Anker junction.   The castle was closed but we walked into the bustling town centre 

with its attractive town hall and statue to Sir Robert Peel, Prime Minister and founder of the 

modern Police force who was brought up locally.  Here we also met with Tina Clements, a 

former mayor.  The outskirts of Tamworth are well developed owing to its proximity to 

Birmingham, so I was delighted that our Police escort led us through to the Tame Otter pub 

https://www.vintageinn.co.uk/restaurants/midlands/thetameotterhopwastamworth on the 

Coventry canal at Hopwas where we had a delightful ride through the words to Whittington.  

Thanks lads. 

At Whittington we were met in the Church Car Park http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/st-giles-

church-whittington/ by Richard Dyott of Freeford Manor with more cooling water and also 

Sue Elliot who is a long-time friend and volunteer at the NMA.  A former Wren, Sue used to 

keep me posted on goings on the Navy view the Navy News when I was working there.  

From Whittington, Daryl took over the directions and also an ‘urban terrorist’ led us through 

the back roads into Lichfield city centre https://www.visitlichfield.co.uk/ .  We were in good 

time and had time to explore the busy market before reaching the Cathedral 

https://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/ on the dot of midday to be greeted by the Dean, the Very 

Revd. Adrian Dorber and the Mayor of Lichfield Councillor Debs Baker.

 

 

With the Dean of Lichfield at the West End, an aerial photograph and also with Mayor of 

Lichfield Debs Baker and Dr Daryl Brown, Sheriff of Lichfield 

https://www.snowdome.co.uk/
https://www.vintageinn.co.uk/restaurants/midlands/thetameotterhopwastamworth
http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/st-giles-church-whittington/
http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/st-giles-church-whittington/
https://www.visitlichfield.co.uk/
https://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/
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Also present was PCSO McAree and Ben Hilton of the Community Foundation who has 

been our chief promoter and adviser throughout – thanks Ben we couldn’t have done it 

without you. 

Lichfield Cathedral has a superb sandstone west front and is the only cathedral in the 

country with three spires, known as the ‘Ladies of the Vale.’   If your Staycation on 

Staffordshire is short, Lichfield Cathedral is another ‘must see.’  The Cathedral was 

deliberately our last formal stop on the tour and we made our way back to Blithfield through 

the lanes and canals to Blithfield arriving at 3.45pm, Daryl having left us about an hour 

beforehand.  We could have made our way across the wonderful Cannock Chase, often 

known a ‘cyclists heaven’, but the news was that the Chase is under some pressure on a 

Saturday, so we thought we would route through the equally lovely countryside around the 

Ridware villages instead. 

 

  

A small celebration back at Blithfield 

Our arrival at Blithfield was again marked by a small welcoming party led by Deputy Chief 

Constable Emma Barnett who I thanked for the superb support from Staffordshire Police 

throughout the week.  We had covered over 300 miles and been to 30 visitor attractions and 

other points of interest throughout the County; also meeting numerous charming, interesting, 

and worthy people making a great contribution to our communities.   We have also raised a 

comfortably over £3000, a significantly larger sum than the £2000 that we targeted, for the 

first-class Staffordshire Community Foundation which has done so much to help out the 

people of Staffordshire though the Covid-19 Crisis.  Our most grateful thanks to Cosy Bagot 

Jewitt, Ben Browning, Tom Rowe and other members of the ‘support team’ for shifting a 

considerable quantity of tents (we slept separately to maintain a social distance even though 

we ‘bubbled’ from venue to venue), and which also included one unscheduled visit to us.  

People were so pleased to see the ‘Posse’, and if we provided a little light relief from the 

tedium of months of ‘lockdown’ then that was good as well.  

Would we all do it again?  Unequivocally yes, we had a great group with a fifty year age 

range from youngest to oldest, who completely ‘gelled’ as a team.  We also visited a huge 

number of fascinating places, learning a lot as we went.  Staffordshire is too easily forgotten 

by people as they thunder through on the M6 but as we proved, it is a fascinating and 

hospitable County with the most incredibly varied rural and industrial landscape.  We only 

scratched the surface but our conclusion was the same as that of the opening line of Phil 

Drabble’s excellent book, written over sixty years ago on the character of Staffordshire (Phil 

Drabble - The County Books: Staffordshire. Published by Robert Hale (1948)): 
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‘I believe that nowhere in England is anything to be found which can approach the variety of 

Staffordshire.’ 

 Come, visit us, you will not be disappointed. 

  

Charlie Bagot Jewitt – High Sheriff of Staffordshire 2020 

Postscript(s) 

Ironically, three days after completing the ride, I rounded a bend on a narrow lane near 

home to find a lorry straight in front of me with nowhere to pass at the side.  I applied my 

brake hard but ‘flipped’ over the top of the handlebars.  Bruised but with nothing broken, I 

‘conked-out’ on the roadside and was checked over by the wonderful West Midlands 

Ambulance Service (Linda and Neil); thank you to them. It has at least made me sit down 

and write up these notes, and to realise how blessed we were. 
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Outline map showing approximate route 

(Unfortunately I cannot find a mapping system that allows me to input all the way-points) 

 


