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Burton Albion Community Trust 
“I still get glum days but 

notice the difference in 

the way I now feel in 

comparison to the start of 

lockdown.  It’s my 

highlight of the week 

talking to Shaun and I 

really look forward to it.  I 

would highly recommend 

calling BACT for support 

if you find yourself in the 

same position as I have.” 

December 2020 

Charles Bagot Jewiitt, the High Sheriff, presenting 

Matt Hancock of BACT with a Certificate for support 

to the Community during Lockdown. 
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Christmas greetings 
My warmest Christmas thoughts and greetings to 

everyone in the County during this unprecedented 

year.  When we embarked on 2020, nobody had 

an idea what lay in store.  Sadly, we have lost 

friends and loved ones to Covid-19 but there have 

also been amazing and heartwarming stories in 

every community, where people have rallied 

around and given neighbourly support to those 

most in need.  In this newsletter, I have focused 

on a few such stories that I have come across, 

which I hope you enjoy reading.  Stay safe, and 

we will come out of this pandemic stronger by 

working together.           Charlie Bagot Jewitt 

In the Moorlands…... 

Staffordshire’s High Sheriff and the Chairman of Staffordshire Moorlands have 

thanked some of the groups and individuals who have worked tirelessly to sup-

port their local communities during the Covid pandemic.  Charles Bagot Jewitt 

joined Councillor Keith Flunder on a tour of the three principle towns to show 

their, and the district’s, appreciation for the work the volunteers have done 

since the health emergency began to impact in March.  They met with volun-

teers at Biddulph Youth and Community Zone and Biddulph Town Hall; in 

Cheadle they chatted to people involved in the Covid response at Moorlands 

Home Link; and in Leek they called in at Haregate Community Centre and St 

John’s Church.  Commander Bagot Jewitt said: “It is often adverse circum-

stances that bring out the 

best in our communities 

and that has certainly 

been brought to the fore 

this year. A key part of 

my role is to highlight the 

enormous contribution 

made by volunteers and 

voluntary organisations – 

but they have more than 

done that themselves 

and we have all been 

humbled by their re-

sponse.” 
 Meeting volunteers at Biddulph Youth and Community 



At the Courts…... 

Debra Blood, the criminal business manager for Stoke-on-Trent Crown Court, 

has received a High Sheriff’s award for her work in keeping Court business 

going throughout the pandemic. From 

the moment that lockdown was im-

posed, Deb set up various types of 

remote hearings and assisted staff 

and the judiciary. She spearheaded 

the work done to re-open the courts 

when the restrictions were eased and 

is presently supervising the arrange-

ments for jury trials. Throughout this 

period her attitude has always been 

“can do”, and her enthusiasm and 

commitment are infectious.  Presenting Deb Blood with a certificate at 

Stoke Court 

With PC Claire Bond 

I was delighted to join PC Claire Bond, who 

was run over by a drug dealer during the Staf-

ford 10K in 2018, walking on Cannock Chase in 

aid of Mind on Friday 18 Sep. Claire’s story is a 

remarkable one of resilience and steady recov-

ery over the last two years, an inspiration to us 

all. I felt so proud that, subsequent to our walk, 

Claire won a ‘Pride of Britain’ award, and I was 

glued to the TV on the night.  My Aunt, Lady 

Juliet Bingley, also was national Chair of Mind 

for four years, so I feel a particular affinity for 

the Charity Claire chose to support, whose 

work is so important in the present time. A ‘selfie’ with  Clare and friends 

on  Cannock Chase  

Other activity 

It is impossible to highlight all the activities I have been involved with over 

the past few months.  These have ranged from walking from Ilam (in Staf-

fordshire) with the Derbyshire High Sheriff for his charities; greeting the 

Ven. Matthew Parker to his now role as Bishop of Stafford; supporting an 

appeal for St Mary’s Stafford with a video; attending the annual Dedication 

of Names ceremony at the National Memorial Arboretum; attending Re-

membrance events in Stafford and Cannock, holding a small and socially 

distanced Court Opening Service; re-visiting the Courts in Stafford and 

Stoke; being interviewed by Liz Copper on Midlands today on the role of the 

High Sheriff during the pandemic; meeting the founder of ’PEGS’  (see last 

newsletter); attending VJ day in Stafford and seeing the unveiling of the 

town’s 1939 to 1945 roll of honour on the Court building; and delivering a 

talk on cycling and the environment to Staffordshire Moorlands Council.   

Obviously a fair few events have been curtailed or moved to ‘virtual’ as 

Government restrictions have been imposed or changed but the High Sher-

iff’s role continues by whatever means available.  Planned events this side 

of Christmas include presentations to the leaders of ‘Burntwood Be a 

Friend’, Rockspur and Police Cadets and their adult leaders as well as vis-

ing the family Court and continuing to 

talk to Prison Governors by Zoom.  

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if 

you feel that I can support you in any 

way (07850 659646).  May I wish you 

all a happy and productive 2021 and as 

Albert Einstein said, ‘in the middle of 

difficulty lies opportunity’  and I am con-

vinced that is what we are seeing all 

around us in Staffordshire right at the 

moment. 

Let battle commence:  With the Der-

byshire High Sheriff on the boundary. 


